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our months and three
thousand miles inside
the confines of a van,
visiting an average of
two state parks a day sounds
like a lot for even the most avid
of outdoorsmen—something
neither Lauren Valentino nor

Jarratt Moody were particularly.

But, when California
announced last May that it
would close one quarter—that’s
70—of its 279 parks by July of
this year in order to save $22
million a year, the two San
Francisco residents knew they
had to act fast.

Six weeks later, they had
quit their jobs and were on
the road.

The two had been
spending most of their
weekends outdoors,
including at many of the
parks on the fateful blacklist.
“A ton of parks in the Bay
Area are getting closed,
so residents there are
particularly affected.” Moody

explained. “It’s unbelievable—if

you're a resident here and see
that list, it’s hard not to feel like
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you're getting something taken
away from you.”

So they decided to make
a documentary. Moody’s
background in video production
coupled with a friend crossing
the country in a converted
airport van at the time made
this a natural choice. Soon,
they were traversing the state,
collecting 3000 miles on the
van, recording the stunning
scenery, conducting interviews
and cherishing these parks’
last days.

The movie, The First 70,
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which came out on April 22
(Earth Day), is not only about
saving the parks—Valentino
and Moody are realistic (“parks
are definitely going to close”)—
but also a means of raising
awareness. “It’s not about telling
people that parks are closing
but that they are closing for no
reason,” Valentino said.
According to the activists, the
measly $22 million a year saved
by the state does not take local
economies into consideration.
Moody explains that the average
park visitor spends $42 per

ABOVE: Producer Lauren Valentino, Director of Photography Cory Brown (center) and Director Jar-
ratt Moody. LEFT: Brown's converted airport van that took the trio 3000 miles across California.

day in taxable revenue (gas,
groceries, etc.) “So it’s actually
not going to save any money.

It’s just going to ruin a lot of
people’s lives for no reason. It
may look good on paper, but
some places, like Mendecino
County, rely heavily on that
income. Mendecino is very
much a tourist town, and these
tourists come for the parks and
wilderness, so I don’t know what
would happen to this county.” In
fact, Mendecino isn’t alone; six
entire counties are losing all of
their parks come July.

The First 70 is also about
getting people into a room to
talk about the same thing, and,
ideally, finding ways to raise
money and take action. “Non-
profits are overwhelmed by the
idea of taking over operations
in these parks, so ideally they
want to find ways to raise the
money to be able to keep the
same people who used to be in
charge,” Moody said. It’s also
about changing how these parks
function, increasing parking
revenue or day-use fees to create
a sustainable income. Plus,
finding new revenue and cost
savings would protect the jobs of
hundreds of park workers.

“This shouldn’t be on our
shoulders, to keep our parks
open. The parks already rely so
much on volunteers—they’re
counting on about 20 million
dollars worth of volunteer
work—but these people need
to make money. They need
their own jobs,” Moody said.
“California needs to get itself
together and get itself out of
debt,” he concedes, but argues
that “the forest belongs to
everybody. The government
can’t deny people access to
their own land.”
thefirst7o.com

Hotel Teatro, Denver, CO
Through Sept. = Picnic in the
City Package = Starts at 5254
= Includes accommodations for

two, a bottle of wine, tickets to
Denver's famous Botanic Gardens
as well as a delicious picnic basket
prepared by chef Kevin Taylor and
pick up and drop off in a hybrid
luxury Tahoe. hotelteatro.com
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Renaissance Blackstone Hotel,
Chicago, IL = ThroughDec. 31 =
Good to Be a Gangster Package =
Starts at $319 = Includes a one
night stay for two, tickets to the
Gangster Tour, a signed copy of
The Untouchables and a copy of
Prohibition, plus sangria in the
hotel's restaurant Mercat ala
Planxa. theblackstonehotel.com

The Beverly Hills Hotel, LA
= Through Dec. 31

= Centennial Celebration
Package = Starts at $660 =
Includes two free cocktails,
a commemorative candle,
abox of chocolate truffles
and daily full American
breakfast for two
beverlyhillshotel.com

MAY 2012

Hilton, Orlando = Through Dec.
31 = Picture Perfect Getaway, use
code 0Z = Starts at $99 = Includes a
15 percent discount on all food and
(non alcoholic) drinks in the hotel's
six restaurants, complementary
activities like tennis, volleyball,
basketball, bocce and access to the
putting green and unlimited WiFi.
thehiltonorlando.com
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Hotel Palomar, San Francisco =
Through Dec. 31, use code DATE
= Date Night Package = Starts

at $259 = Includes one night in
the Executive King Room, compli-
mentary bikes on which to tour
the city, $50 dollars to spend in
Fifth Floor Restaurant, a mixology
cocktail kit and a copy of Date
Night. hotelpalomar-sf.com
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